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of Borne had been left in Home by the departure
of the emperors to Constantinople. In Archbishop
Jaenbertr*s time the royal family of Kent practically
came to an end, as a regnant family, at the battle
of Otford, near Sevenoaks, in the year 774, when
Mercia conquered Kent. Archbishop Jaenbert of
Canterbury is said to have proposed that he should
become the temporal sovereign of Kent, as well as
its ecclesiastical ruler, after the then recent fashion
of the bishop of Home, and to have offered to do
homage to Karl, king of the Franks, for the king-
dom. If that was so, we can well understand the
determination of the conquering and powerful
Off a to abate the archbishop's position and his
pride.

Kent was but an outside annex of the Mercian
kingdom proper. It had been subject to other
kingdoms; it might be so subject again. The
Lichfield bishopric was the real ecclesiastical centre
of QfEa's kingdom, and he determined to have an
archbishop of Lichfield, and to have hrm duly
recognized by the Pope. A visit of two legates of
the Pope, accompanied by a representative of the
King of the Franks, in the year 785, gave the
opportunity.1 Offa had already punished Jaenbert
by taking away all manors belonging to the See
of Canterbury in Mercian territories j and he now
proposed that the jurisdiction of Canterbury should
be limited to Kent, Sussex, and Wessex, and that
all the land of England between the Thames and
the Humber should become a third metropolitical
province, under the archiepiscopal rule of the

1 See Appendix B, p, 310.